FABULAE…FABULARUM

A fairy tale by Ombretta Agro`

Once upon a time, on the island Kingdom of a Thousand Towers, one of the most powerful kingdoms on the New Continent, there lived a young girl named, Shadow.  Although Shadow was born and raised far, far away, in a small town on the Old Continent, once she reached the age of 18 she grew impatient with the smallness of her little town and went off into the world to explore.  

Shadow traveled throughout the seven seas and the five continents.  On and on she went meeting people of all colors and seeing many different species of animals and plants… Shadow breathed in these intensely refreshing and new experiences, and watched as her passion grew into a distinct understanding and appreciation for the arts.  The more she traveled, the more she heard people talking of the legendary Kingdom of a Thousand Towers and all of the many, many great artists that lived there.  This news was too powerful and there was nothing that could stop her from seeing it in person. 

After many days and nights of travel, she finally crossed one of the eight bridges that brought her to the Kingdom.  Astonished and a little intimidated, Shadow was nonetheless full of hope and excitement.  No one enjoyed the art world more than she did and all the events connected to it.  After some time, while Shadow felt as if she were living in her own fairy tale made of beauty and happiness, she soon realized that there was a lot of suffering hiding behind smiles, a lot of pain behind the laughter, emptiness behind riches, and she understood that the subjects of the Kingdom had lost all memory of their fairy tales. 

Everyone had become much too much absorbed in their everyday routines.  They hardly ever took time to enjoy the beauty of sunsets or the rich colors of the leaves and trees in the Great Park after a summer rainstorm.  Shadow saw that most of the people were taking their lives and the wonderful magic around them for granted.  And because of this they had lost a most precious part of themselves.  She spent hours and hours thinking about how she could help her new friends find what they had lost and how to bring the enchantment of fairy tales back into their lives again. 

Shadow remembered what she had learned in her travels and decided to return to many of the countries she had visited during her years of exploration.  She found many artists she had met before and telling them of the blight that had overtaken the Kingdom of a Thousand Towers, they agreed to all go to the Kingdom together to create something that would help all the subjects rediscover the child that was still living inside each and every one of them.

She found a perfect palace to present Fabulae… Fabularum -- artworks that help to instill the joy of fairy tales in all who see them.  Shadow asked artists to create a work, which would depict the world of one of their own private fairy tales.  The plan was to help each visitor find the key to open their own secret doorway to expanding their boundaries. Through accessing the parallel worlds of fantasy and reality, she hoped that she might help the Kingdom to become all it could be.  “The key lays inside every single one of us,” Shadow would say.  “Just let your mind wander back to your own early childhood days and let the character from your favorite bed-time story take you by hand and guide you along this exciting journey!” 

And so it was.  Many many subjects joined in.  They began by sailing with Dutch artist Rob van Erve on his paper boat, the Bateau sur l’Octaedro, toward the sandcastles of Chilean artist Isabel Klotz’s photo installation.  And then across the ocean to the endless ice fields of Antarctica to play with the Lucky Girls of the American Meghan Boody, to land at the delicate landscapes of paintings created on silk and chiffon by the Korean Jai Hart.

The pilgrimage continued through the virtual space of the Fair e-Tales web-site designed by American trio Jon Ippolito, Joline Blais and Keith Frank, and the hanging books of Luisa Rabbia, from Italy, that narrate the adventure of the human life.  From Rabbia’s installation gently they moved toward the magic world of the pastel color paintings of Italian artist Nicola Bolla, chasing a rabbit covered with diamonds leading them to the dim light of Lucignolo, a bronze sculpture created by another Italian, Alex Pinna, which represents a creature somewhere between Pinocchio and a delightful little fairy.  Flying over the rainbow to the last stop, they explored (with Dorothy from the timeless Wizard of Oz) the magic landscapes of giant flowers presented in a discomfiting video projection by German, David Krippendorff.

And so it came to pass, that as the subjects came and participated in their own journeys back into their childhood memories and dreams, they began to see life more fully and once again could actually see beautiful sunsets and brilliantly colored flowers. The visitors seemed to reach an understanding of the beauty and the importance of the fairy tale world, and they promised that they would never ever forget again.  In the end, as more and more came to see Fabulae… Fabularum, all of the citizens of the Kingdom of a Thousand Towers came to live happily ever after.

THE END

